


Congratulations, Peter Gatere
                                      
By Anne Batzer

We are so proud of our latest graduate!

Peter Gatere completed his Bachelor’s Degree in Tourism Management 
from Maasai Mara University. He completed two internships at Narok 
National Museum where he worked in the marketing department, 
took traveling exhibits to schools and worked with the Museum’s 
education department to give tours to local and international visitors.

He’s looking for a job that will allow him to share his fascination with 
and pride in Kenya’s culture and history.

By Anne Batzer
 
In 1983 when Makena Vice-President Mary Jo Baich landed in Nairobi 
in the dark of night, she could not believe her good fortune. In those days, 
the career options for women were limited. Mary Jo had never anticipated 
anything as thrilling as traveling to Kenya as a part of her job at International 
Expeditions. “At each stop along the way there were wide-open savannas 
and animals I had only seen in pictures. There were wildly-shaped and 
colorful birds,” Mary Jo says, “Best of all was meeting the knowledgeable 
guides, their families and many children along the safari route.”

Mary Jo returned to Kenya many times including the trip in 1995 when her 
best friend, Sherri Mills, founded the Makena Children’s Foundation (MCF). 
Mary Jo picked up the sponsorship of the second child brought into the 
Makena family and has been pivotal to the success of our organization ever 
since. “It’s a thrill to witness the transformation when a child has the 
opportunity to learn and flourish,” she says. Mary Jo volunteers her time, 
on a daily basis, to do any task — from the mundane to the profound — 
to keep MCF functioning at the highest level. Her guidance informs all 
of our work. Her leadership provides us with the perspective of our strong 
roots and the inspiration of our healthy wings.

Thank you, Mary Jo!

Moving 
On!
By Anne Batzer

After 16 years of living the structured life of a student, these recent university graduates are finding their way into the adult 
world of work. These Makena alumni are managing this transition with hard work, perseverance and grace.

Alice Njoki graduated in Acturial Sciences and dreams of owning her own business someday. She is on her way, working as 
the Office Administrator for Visalife Financial Services, a company that provides microfinance, investment, real estate and      
insurance services in Nakuru. Her wide-ranging duties include a long list of all office management tasks including follow-up 
with clients. “I’ve learned what office administration is all about. I love what I do,” Njoki says.

Joseph Kairuki, a true entrepreneur, got the idea for his business when he was riding a matatu (public van) back to the     
University of Nairobi after a school break. “The matatu was full of young women and I noticed all the products they use 
for their hair and skin,” he says. Kairuki’s cosmetics shop, Bowamz Cosmix, is chock full of products. Every piece of inventory 
and every sale is tracked on Kairuki’s computer. “When you come back next year, I will have expanded my business,” 
this Economics graduate says. We don’t doubt it!

Mary Muthoni gets high praise for her resourcefulness and the high quality of her work from her employer at the Kenya 
National Bureau of Statistics. Mary uses her Bachelor’s degree in Statistics and Programming to collect data from tourist 
businesses in Nakuru. On work days, you will find Mary out on the road visiting hotels to stay up-to-date with daily numbers.  
The statistics she collects are used to keep Kenya’s all important Consumer Price Index current.

Peris Gitundi is looking for a job in her field: Agricultural Economics and Resource Management. Rather than “sit around in my 
Aunt’s apartment in Nairobi while I look for a job,” Peris decided to open a shop where she sells clothing to her target market: 
university women. Called Her Wardrobe, Peris’ shop is darling, spotless and full of the blouses, dresses and jewelry favored 
by her clientele.

Simon Mwangi worked hard to turn his internship with Swissport, an international company that provides ground services   
to airports, into a permanent position. Simon uses his Bachelor’s degree in Hospitality and Tourism to serve Swissport clients 
at Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. Simon spends time managing baggage claim areas, as well as putting in hours 
at the call center. Simon uses his amazing listening skills, patience and understanding to solve the issues raised by the 
travelers who contact the call center.

Alice Njoki Joseph Kairuki Mary Muthoni Peris Gitundi Simon Mwangi.
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Please join these generous donors in supporting 
the dream of a good education for the children 
of Makena. Send your tax-deductible gift today.

Making Room for Giving
By Mary Jo Baich

Giving is an outward expression of empathy and compassion. 

The Makena Children’s Foundation (MCF) is fortunate to have

 supporters who make educating Kenyan children possible.

 

While many of our donors are retired, we also have younger donors 

who despite having families to raise, homes to purchase, and college 

loans to pay off, make room in their budgets to give to others. 

And their employers match their checks to Makena! Two couples 

who give generously to MCF are Troy and Samantha Hammell (at right) 

and Rachel Batzer and Mike Roberts (below right).

 

Samantha wrote saying, “I can’t imagine a more worthy cause than helping 

children who have no choices or opportunities in life. I think about my own 

children and hope that someone would help them if they were in need. 

Education changes a life, which changes our world.” 

 

Rachel said, “Mike and I donate to Makena because we want to give to a 

charity with the most impact. Makena is an excellent choice because it is 

small and focused enough to have minimal overhead. I trust the board 

of directors.  It has significant support from students who were helped 

by the program and now have successful careers. I hope you will join me in 

contributing to Makena and encourage your employer to donate as well”.

 

Thank you, Hammells and Batzer/Roberts for believing in us. 

  .
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Support

the Makena 

Children’s 

Foundation at

Amazon Smile!

Thank you!
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       You Need
       More Practice!
       “Muriega, Ningenete nikumukora.  
       Onanie, ndimwega. Rathimwoi.”
            
       When Makena President Anne  
       Batzer decided to address the  
       annual Makena Parent/Guardian  
       meeting in Maraigushu using  
       the Kikuyu language, she 
       practiced her pronunciation 
       first with some of our students. 
       Here, Caroline Wanjiru 
       listens intently. The students’  
       unanimous advice to Anne:
       “You need more practice!”

You May Say I’m a Dreamer, 
But I’m Not the Only One
By Anne Batzer

                     David Noyes was an adventurer who flew, trekked, floated, 
             dove, hiked, ran, camped and climbed throughout the
             world. Along the way, he took beautiful photos of children 
             that capture the light as it falls on faces of many hues. 

                     David was a storyteller with vast interests but, increasingly, 
             he found himself most interested in the often desperate 
             stories of the poor children he encountered during 
             his travels. In his award-winning travel book, 
             The Photographing Tourist, David says one of Makena’s 
                                                       founders, Safari Guide Peter Muigai Muruthi, was the 
                                                       inspiration for the charity he founded, Innocent Eyes 
              Project (IEP).

David shared our mission that the most sustainable path out of poverty is education. For six years, the grants we received from IEP 
have been crucial to our work. These funds changed the lives of the children who, without this financial help, would still be hungry, 
struggling daily just to have enough food to eat.

We were heartbroken by the news that David died last November. He was a trusted partner, a dear friend, a kindred spirit. 
Every day we miss his wisdom and his humor. Rest in Peace, rafiki.
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